MAMLUKE ARCHITECTURE

0The word Mamluke means
" owned " or " belonging to ". In Egypt
this name was given to Turkish white
slaves who were bought and used as body-
guards by sultans. Under Salih Najm
ud-Din, the system of a "halqa" or body-
guard was highly perfected. He built a
castle for them on the Island of Roda on
the Nile, from which they derived their
name of "Bahri Mamlukes". Though
Salih's widow, Shajrafc ad Durr, who was
a slave, now ruled Egypt with the help
of Amir Aybek, yet the real founder of
the Mamluke Empire was Baybers. The
conflict between Shajrat ad-Durr and her
consort Aybek ended in his death at her
hands and ultimately her own at the hands
of Aybek's son from his first wife who was
divorced at her instigation. Aybek's son,
Al-Malik al-Mansur Ali, who was set on
the vacant throne, was a frivolous youth
and not at all the right person for the
crisis, so Kutuz, formerly Aybek's deputy,
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